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Ie True LETTER to the Right Honou- 
rable Mr. Secretary Harley. 


Right Honourable,  * 1 

| rite not this out of _ Vanity or Oſtentation, 
that I am proud of the Honour you have done me, 
nor dol deſign to flatter you, nor have l the leaſt 
thought to injure or blaſt the Fame you have fo * 
acquired among Men of Letters; and which will un- 
doubtedly be perpetuated by ſome Learned Pen, better 


able and more polite than mine. 
An ſwer. Pr Brown ! your Ironical and Satyrical Letter which you have 
ſcurrilouſly Writ and made Publick, upon ſuch a Right Honourable Per- 
fon as Mr. Secretary Harley i, was welt not only out of Bpleen, but the 
| — Vanity and Oſtentat 9 and fines 1 de not defigh to 
atter you no more than you have done the before mentlenecl Honeut able 
Perſon, if he has done you that Juſtice in ſending = to, and Makin 
you one 6f that Colledge, called Msgat , inſtead of making you one 6 
that of the Phyfielans Which is adjacent te ie, and you are mere provd of 
the Feneur he has dene you, in rather ſending you 0, and Making you 
Fellaw ef the ene than the ether, mueh geed may it Ve 


u. 
Sueh vaſt Deſigns, Sir, gee not in my View but this 
humble Letter creeps into the World witli no other In- 
tention, I falemnly declare, than to do its Author Ju- 
ſtice; for that I think is a Duty all Men are allow'd” to 
ay to themſelves in the firſt Place; therefore I ſhall ob- 
Herve that inviolably, and then leave the World to judge 
as candidly of Mr. Secretary Harley's Proceedings, as the 


Nature of the Circumſtances will give leave. 
Anſ. If your Letter comes out creeping as you ſay, then according to 

the Worlds judgment it comes out with, and upon no good Deſign, for 

truth never ſceks corners or any lurking or oy om to creep out of, 


Bur before I proceed any further, not forget to 
declare to the World, the Obligations you laid upon 
me, when 1 had the Misfortune, as I may call it, to fall 
under your Cenſure ſome time ago, and when you was 

pleas d to treat me, without any pretence that I could 
lay claim to, of the leaſt Favour from you, and not on- 
ly generouſly, but like a Patriot, you gave me . 1 


1 5 8 | 
ö : Th / | | 
ue | ly Advice, which Lreceived as gratefully as it ſeem'd to 
be given kindly. You may pleaſe to remember, then 
I did not diſguiſe my ſelf, or endeavour to prevaricate 


with you upon any Queſtion you were pleagd to ask 
me. *Twas upon the Plainneſs and Freedom ] valued 


n, | myſelf; and went to your Office upon the firſt Intimati- 
e, on I had given me of being conceri'd in this Paper, a- 

UT gainſt which you have cxpreſs'd ſuch Warmth, _ 

ly | A, And if ſuch an honourable and generous Perſon was pleaſed gratiouſly 
n- 1 to favour, and honour you with friendly advice, inſtead of a juſt reprehenſion, 
er ö indeed I cannot but tell you that you have diſguiſed and prevarl- 


cated too much, ſince you did not receive it as gratetully as it was kindly 
given, the World doth take this to be too much freedom without plain» 
* as it appears in by ſequel. 


was ſo little conſcious to my ſelf of any ill Deſigns, 
Sir, or of being ſo precipitately wag hy to Newgate 
a frightful place to wilful Offenders, that 1 ald my ſelf 
entire open to your under Secretary, not having the 1 | 
{neſs of (praking tg your (elf, then buſie in Gounefl 
ut | ho e he did me the ſuſtlee tg inform you, that 
- believ'd 1 cou'd produce him the Author of that Paper 
laid to my Charge; hawever, the Hands from whic 
recely'd ir, I told him without any reſerve, as likewiſe, 
that it had been aanded about in Manuſcript, as I was 
well inform'd, ſome Days before I ſaw it; and even 
then, when ! had read it many times over I cou'd diſco- 
ver nothing in it either reflecting on the Government, 
| or any of the Miniſtry. 
Il rake it to be my unhappineſs, that I have not fo 
much ill Nature in me, as ſome Men, that can under- 
ſtand Words in a harſner meaning than the natural and 
genuine Senſe of them will bear. Or, if that will not 
plead for me, J muſt hide my Fault under the dulneſs 
of my Apprehenſion. | 1 
Anſw. And if you were really Conſcious to your ſelf as you pretend to 
be, to have no ill defign upon any; why did you not (as you pretended 
then to the under Secretary) produce the Author ? But fince you are plea- 
- ſed to jaſtiſie the amphlet, in ſaying, that you can diſcover nothing in 
it, either reflecting on the Government, or on any of the Miniſtry, all 
Men of Letters muſt, and will conclude, that you are the Author of it: 


A 2 „„ 


or delired the Publicat 


Firſt Day of February, 170 J. 


E | 1 
And tho“ you Grained the natural and * Senſe of the Words, having 
when a School-boy learned Rhetorick , yet your Senſe and Meaning nei- 
ther, 18, a 

terate, and thole of & dull Apprehenſion.“ 


The Printer upon Oath informs you, he had ſich a 
Paper from my Hands, but never ſaid I was the Author 
jon but inſtead of that, 1 told 
ue under Secretary, that ein. dou- 
ly lurpriz'd when J had before ſeen the Pr 
lition, to tind the quite contrary Words in your Com 
inne Warrant! Which runs thus, 


Robert Harley. Elqz one of her Majeſty's moſt Honou · 


- qablo Privy Council, and Principal Secretary of 
State. Le 1 


Heſe are in ber Majeſty's Name to Authorize and Re- 


quire you, to receive into your Cuſtody the Body of Dr. 
Joſepſ Brown bereit h ſent you, be being charged upon Oath 
#0 be the Aut bor kg a Scandalous and Seditious Libel, Intitled, 


The Country Parſon's Honeſt Advice to that Judicious 


Lawyer and Worthy Miniſter of State, My Lord Keep- 


er; and you are to keep him in ſafe Cuſtody until be 45 be 
j 


delivered by due Courſe of Law: And for ſo doing, this ſhall 
be your. Warrant, Given at the Court at White-Hall, the 


| Ro. Harley. 
To the Keeper of Newgate, ES 
or his Deputy. | 4 

Anim, If the Printer ſwore that he had the Paper or Pamphlet from 
Dr. Brown's Hands. in order as it ſecms not only to Read, but Print it; 


then Dr, Brown has nut ſo much Reaſon as to be ſingly (When as he 
ſays that he 1s doubly) ſupprized at his Commitment to Newgate by Mr. 


Secretary's Warrant, for: by the little knowledge of the Law that | have, 
in taking the Words in their literal Senſe, that whoſoever brings any Pa- 
per or Pamphlor to the Printer: in order to be Printed, the Law charges 
lum to be the Author of it, till he can by ſufficient Evidence, or another's 
Confellion, prove another to be the Author, Thus then without 
much conſulting of Depoſitions, any one may in Conſcience be ſatisfi- 
de that Mr, Secretary did nothing but what was Law, and Juſtice, 


e. hid from the aboveſlaid, but may be known by the IIli- | 


e Printer's Depo- 


3 
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us t. 
Dei 
U 


ber 
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1 humbly beg, Sir, you wou'd be pleasd to conſult 
the Printer's Depoſition once again, and ſee if you can 
ſatisfic your Conſcience, that there arc any (ich Words 
there as in your Warrant. 1 hope it is tiot in the pow. 
er of any Magiſtrate to wWreſt Words to what Sente will 
belt fit his purpoſe, but rather to take them in their lit 


teral Senſe and Meaning, tor elfe the Laws of Enylandare 


made to little purpoſe, and we thall never know when 


_ wetranigreſs, or when we att contanant totherm: wa 


at this rate we ſhall boaſt of Engliſh Liberty 1a long, ti! 


ſome People turn the Words lroweally upon us, and tell 


us there is nothing meant by it, but French Slavery, or 
Deſpotick Power. = _ 
l can aſſure you Sir, before, as well as fince l had the 
Honour to receive your wiſe luſtructions, I (till remem- 
ber the Royal Advice of Solomon, Curſe not the King in 
ty Thought, nor the Rich in thy Bed. Chamber, for the Birds 
of the Air ſhall carry the Voice, and that which bath Ving. 


all tell the Matter. 


This Leſſon I here repeat, has not only been often 
read by me, but conſtantly practiced? and I appcal to 
all Mankind that know me, whether the Liberty ot my 
Pen has exceeded that of my Mind, which the power 


of a Secretary of State cannot confine, tho' he un- 


juſtly may that of my Body, not only contrary to the 
Letter of the Law, but contrary. I dare almoſt appeal 
to himlelf, even to his own Sentiments of the Matter. 
Not but I know it was done out of a generous Zeal im- 
planted in your Nature, even before you was a Miniſter 


of State, to ſuppreſs Scandal and abuſive Reflections, 
which neither carry Wit nor Reputation along with 


them: For which Reaſon you have wiſe y relolv'd, like 
a Great Man, as well as a great Miniſter, to ruine the 
Trade of little Scriblers, as you were pleas'd to term 


ſuch as write better Senſe than great Secretaries. : 
Anſw, But Dr, if you give us ſuch broad hints as that it is in the Power 


0 of Magiſtrates 40 vt Wprdg ze fit their Purpole, and my [39 many. 
think- you have done) Jrenically, * tellus that! 
| T 4A 3 | 


Cy are tor oy 
3» 


doo Wards I can aſſure you,thar by 
I remember the N Advice, an 


ſince 
to al 
ny well-withers to your Honour, ſhould be fo blindly 


* . 


; "TO oY 
Fablifhment, and Liberty and Property, when 8s you ey, fame Pear 
ple may turn the Werds ypen us Ironically, and tell bs that there is nor 
thing meant by it buy en ee and deſporick Pawer | 5a fir in yaur 

1 


nat anly read but practice it, and for 
the future nat ta le 
you do, I can further aſſure, that not only a Secretary of State, but the 
racanelt Juſtice of Peace, may juſtly and legally confine your Body, for which 


I dare appeal to your ſelf, This Sir was and may be done not out of an 


8 and natural Zeal, but out of one according to knowledge, to 
uppreſd Scandal, and Abuſive Reflections, which tho' they carry Wie in 


them, yet being alloy d with ſo much Vanity and Qltentation (as to be 2- 
bove a Secretary's Senſe) makes them odious, and fo naucious, and noc 


pardonable, 

Pardon me Sir, from a Thought like a Compariſon, 

72 have made yours in an eminent manner known 
the World. Tis a pitty indeed there are ſo ma- 


miſtaken in your extenſive Deſigns to reform a Race of 
Men who are ſo far degenerated from what they pro- 
fels of Wit and Literature, that they miſconſtrue your 
healing Preſcriptions for hard and unpreſidented ulage 
when like askilful and learned Surgeon, = only wou Id 
lop off the Gangreen'd Member, to | 
Body Politick. This I know you practice for the com- 


mon good, ſince you find Comps fion only makes thoſe = 
| 9 


vſeleſs Weeds of Scriblers flouriſh, while you perceive, 
_ plucking them up by the Roots, entirely deſtroys 
them. ; 55 ER. LILY. 0 

Auſu. I rhought Sir, that a Phyſician's Education might hive made him 
in a civiliz'd Nation, to haye ſhewed ſomething of manners, tho“ he 
could not of Religion ; if he has neither, he is only a gangreen'd Member 


fir to be cut off from the Body Politick, both Juſtice, and the Common Y 


good requires it. 
B : qu on e 


This is certainly conformable to the Policy of this 
World, but not at all agreeable to that of the wiſe Huſ- 


bandman, in the Goſpel, who adviſed us, not to weed 
the Tares from the Wheat, till the Harveſt, leſt with | g 


the Tares, we ſhould pluck up the good Seed too. Sir, 
you are too wile to need the Explanation of the Parable, 


Anſvy. 
SITY. 


1 2 f 92 ö ; avs won ow #6 7 GATE GT 7 
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re a8 well a8 ſince I read your Letter, 


che Liberty of your Pen cxceed that of your mind, if 


ave the whole 


Autho 


| J * 

Auſw. And ins gaod Husbandry a6 well as humane Paliey te pull up 
Weeds in either Garden ar Field, ra make the Wheat ar Herbs off Grace 
row ap thrive che better. There's ſcarce any Canntry-man that needs cann 
ule BY Religianem Medici ta explain this Parable; neither da I think 
will he be ſo ug ult to himſelf, or the Common Good, as ta act the con- 
trary. ? ; | 

If I ſhou'd enter into the Buſineſs of a Miniſter of 


State, in your high Station, I fear it would exceed the 


Limits of a Letter; therefore I ſhall decline ſo large an 
Undertaking,-and only beg leave to acquaint you, lam 
not altogether ſo much a Stranger to the Laws of my 
Country, or the Law of Nations, as not to think m 

ſelf injured, when the Accuſation laid againſt me is 
falſe; or if it was true, the thing it ſelf, on which that 


Accuſation is founded, appears to me to be inoffenſive. 


Then ſure I muſt judge my uſage hard. When a Mini- 
terial Officer, you aſſume the Authority of a Judge too; 
and inſtead of purſuing the youu Path the Law directs 
you ex Offcio, inſtitute new Laws of your own — 
and let your Hand and Seal appear as Teſtimonies again k 
you. For had it appear'd plain to you, that I was the 
r, as it muſt needs do to the contrary, ſince I 
pro d to produce Vouchers for what I urg'd yet if 
the Depoſition taken before, cou'd not extend to that 
Word Author, the Words, as they lay before you, nor 
the ( onſtruction, were only left to you, whereon to 
ground your Warrant, ſince you pretend to relate em 
as the Oath of the Deponent, which were never meanx 
nor Swore by him, neither could they, fince I, as well 


as he, are both ignorant of the Author to this Day. 


Anſw. For the doing of this, he neither needs ta inſtitute new Laws, 
oor State Politicks, far the Duty and conſequent good is fa plain, that 
there's no need of any Vouchers for it, If the thing was and is real and true, 


there needs no ſuppoſition; ſince you have confeſſed that the Printer had 


the Copy from you, upon which you were juſtly committed, till you can 


But ſuppoſing all true, what Crime is there commit - 
ted, that I might not be permitted to offer Bail, when the 
Law ſays it is Bailable of Courſe? It had been but reaſo- 
nable to have told me of the Offence, where and in what 

---. MA Words 


produce the Author, which you at firſt pretended you could. 


. 22 2 r 
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Words it conſiſted, 'that I might have known for what 
I ſuffered, and anfwer'd ro it when I underſtood it ? 
There is no civiliz'd Nation that 1 know of, that will 
puniſh a Man for Crimes, and be aſham'd to let him 
— what they are. But here 1 was not td know the 
Cauſe of my Trauſgreſſion, but in general Terms, tho 
I defircd it, and muſt confeſs I cannot yet diſcover it. Is 
the State concern'd in it? Or are there any ot the Mi- 
niſtrv, or Nobility, ſcandaliz'd or reproach'd ?: He 
that thinks they are, makes the Reproach for me. I 
{ce no pit het. or Encomium given them, but what I 
think they deſerve. And if you will pardon me, Sir, 
Fil give you my thoughts of each Particular with all the 
Sincerity I am capable of, and leave the World to judge 
whether they are wrong'd or no ? | = 
| cannot pretend to underſtand the Intentions of that 
Paper, call'd, The Country Parſon's honeſt Advice, &c. 
becauſe it is impoſſible for me to know another Man's 
Thoughts whom I know not: Burt I ſhall give my own 
Interpretation of them thus: 1 | 
Auſw, The Cauſe therefore you know, and if there be ſuch Epithtite- 
or Excamiums found init, by which any of the Miniſtry, or Nobility is 
ſcandaliz'd, or reproached, if. upon your Tryal there be found any, then 
be aſſured, the Reproach and Puniſhment will deſervedly fall upon your 
ſelf, If they (as you ſeem to inſinuate and ſuggeſt) deſerve them, then 
Jet them enjoy their Right. So that there will be then no need of begging 
any Pardon, ſince you have left it to our Sovereign Lord the Mob to judge 
whe:her or no you have wrong'd any in your ſuppoſed Paper, called, 1e 
Corntry Parſon's Advice: Yet as a Phylician, more than a Country Di. 
vine, you thus giye your Interpretation of 'em. 5 ; 
Be Wiſe as Somerſet, ] I never had the Honour to par- 
:ake of the abundance of his Grace's Wiſdom, nor have 
{ evcr had the ©) »portunity to judge, that he wanted ei- 
ther that or Diſcretion 1 if there is any other meaning 
in the Words, they are out of my Knowlege, and con- 
ſequentſu bevon ! my Interpretation. *' 8 


am. He Hſe as omerſet, Now De. the you thy that you never as 
wet ach the Honuur fotatte of his Graee's Wiſdem, net an Opportunity 
% jidge he wanted either Diferetivn, of that, you may be affured that he 
Ma none wt both to Punch Fon, get af boneſt Qountry Parten, but 
v4 „ Feinstes! e +=. CF 1 5 - 4; OP 
1: If | | A; 
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Turn the Words which way 


405 
A. Somors Brave. ] I never heard his Lordſhip was a 
Coward but I know he was always Bold, which is a 
good Sign of Bravery; and theretore the Epitbet can- 
not derogate from his Character, or hurt the Honoura- 


ble Perſon to whom the Advice is given. 1 
Anſw. A; Somers Brave) do you with your Brother 9. in his pre- 
ſent Fears diſcovered, take Somers to be the noble and moſt accompliſh d 


Arxiſt eus mention d in the Free ſlate of Noland ; which being a late King s 


Chief Miniſter and Favourite, to the great Satisfaction, and delight of all, 
had long conſidered and adviſed about ſuch a Government, wherein all ſorts 
and degrees ſhall find their Account, and feel their Condition better'd and 
enrich'd by the Spoils of Monarchy and Epiſcopacy, truly Sir, if you take 


| this to be the Man, I muſt aſſure you, it he bring that Scheme to perfecti- 


on, he will not only be accounted a Bold and Brave Man in Terra Auſtra- 
li incognita, but alſo in Terra Septentrioxali bene cognita: And if Ariſtæus 
has ſent any ſecret Advice thither, which ſome without doubt were not aware 
of its ill Conſequence, you may then call him bold indeed, and he juilly 
deſerve Ariſtæus's Character: And as Dr. D-— in his Preface, Page 6. 
in the Hiſtory of a late Parliament, has obſerv'd, that then he may brave- 
ly with his Aſſociates mount their own Beaſt the Rabble, and boldly drive 
the ſober part of the Nation like Cattle before them, without doubt Sir, 


the aforeſaid Hiſtory of Noland, being extrafted from Harrington's Qcen- 


ne, and Sianey's Diſcourſes about Government, with many Books of the 


ſame Stamp, Pripted about 1700, and then, and lince uſher'd into the 


World, with co much Pomp and Solemnity, makes me as well as others 
believe, that they were, and in all probability are intended, they ſhould 
not only be looked on as Books affording idle Speculation, to adorn 
our Studies, but to inſtruct us in ſome brave and advantagious point, 


A, Pembroke Airy, and as Richmond Grave. 


y you will, I can neither 

make Wit, Panegyrick, or Satyr of them. _ | 
Humble as Orford be; I] If his Lordſhip is deſignd by 
this to be called a Proud Man, I cannot tell how that can 
injure his Honour; for he may not have ſo much Pride 


as he has Deſerts to be proud of. 
Anſw. As for Pembrok's Airineſs, and Richmond's Gravity, with Or- 
for di Humility, if as you "= ** can neither make Wit, Pauegyrich, or 
Satyr of them, no more ſhall |. 
2 — .. Wharton“ Ze/, 
For Church and Loyalty wou's fit thee well | 
\Why the contrary Character to this thow'd be fo 
nuch as luſinuated, | cannot hear, ſince my Lord Hhar: 
tun Was neyer accuy'd of Faction or Rebellion; and 1 
I | 1 


1 . 
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think his Zeal to the Church, was ſufficiently ſhown in 
oppoling the Occaſional Bill 3 ſo that I find in this, nei- 


ther Flattery nor Reproach. 


Anſw. But for Wharton's Zeal for Church and Loyalty, if you do not | 


inſinuate, yet you as ſtrongly and privately ſuggeſt the contrary ; and tho: 
you do not directly accuſe him of Faction or Rebellion; yet you ſhrewdly 
hint that his Zeal in oppoſing the Occaſional Bill was ſo conſpicuous, that 
you tacitly both flatter and Reproach him. Since the Bill for the Security 


of the Eabliſh'd Church was, (as the moſt of the Lords ſaid) abſolutely 


neceſſary, tho' not at this juncture. 3 

Like Sarum, 1 would bave thee lowe the Cbareb, 

Ir is ſtrange to me, that it ſhould appear monſtrous 
Advice to a Lord Keeper, to recommend to his Exam- 
ple the Pattern of a Biſhop of the Church of England 
who perhaps has done it more Service in the Eſteem o 
ſome Men, than all his Brethren beſide, tho many of 
them are Men of great Learning as well as Integrity. 

He ſcorns to leave his Mother in the lurch. 


Ithink this cannot be admitted as an Irony, becauſe his 


Lordihip has appear'd very forward in the Church's 
Vindication, and has taken great pains in explainin 
her Nine and thirty Articles, which are the only eſſentia 
Diſtinctions betwixt us, and other Proteſtant Church- 
ez a mal-underſtanding in this particular, upon the 
Bithop of Salubury. 


Anſw. And as for Sr loving the Chureh, few Men of Letters can 
be Ignorant of his writing and defending the Hiſtory of the Reformation, 


and explaining the 35 Articles, Which are the enly effential Liguments &+ 
Mong vs Proteftants z nay, by the Ghymieal Oyl of his veluble Tangue, 


he has made them ſo gentle and eaſſe, rhat if eur ftubbora Conſiienees 
cannot come up te the Arkieles, they by Authority have leave cecaflpanl» 


Jy tg eme 70, and ſupple aur brawny Confeiences ! And what Bir, if he 


Ikea true Fiſherman, row @ne Way, ang look another, never fear that 
he will leave his Mather inthe Lurch, ſeeing fiſhing in his See, is like 
to hold gaod for his Days; and whar if he be ſqueamiſh in the onward 
Habus, and Rires and Ceremonies, impaſed by Men, and wou'd firſt wear 


Search inſtead of Laws Sleeves, that is no dimunition of his Honour or 


Þigniry, 
 Forthe well governing your Family. 
Let Pious Haverſham thy Pattern be. 


- of 


How far my Lord Haverſham's piety extends, I can 


no more determine, than I can, how Well he governs 


his F 
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his Family; but if his Lordſhip's Conduct at home, be 
equal to his Wit and good Senſe abroadz which would 
incline one to have a favourable Opinion of his manage- 
ment, he cannot be an ill Mafer of a Family, nor a 


bad P eſident for my Lord Keeper to imitate. 
Anſw. 


And for my Lord Haverſham's Piety, Wit and good Sei, both 
at home and abroad, ſince his bleſſed Reformation, not only that no- 


ble Lord, in his vindication of his Speech, but alſo the Convert Stevens 


of Sutton, in his late Letter, Page 9. warns all Well-wiſhers to the Eſta. 
bliſſiment, to conſider, whether the negleR of ſome publick Act of Church- 


men, may not in time incline our Church to think ſhe is playing a Game 


with Sharper's on the Square; and that whilſt ſhe excrciſes Gentleneſs and 
Meekneſs towards them; ſhe does at the ſame time but foltcr a Snake in 


her Boſom, which may one day not only hiſs ar, but fly in her Face, by 


virtue of that warmth and nouriſhment, which ſhe out of Charity and 
Chriſtian Condeſcention has hitherto thought fit to afford them. 


And if it be thy Fate again to Marry. 
| Now, before this Information, I did not know my 
Lord Keeper was a Widower, Batchelor, or marry'd 
man; bur if it would inſinuate he had the misfortue of 
an il] Wife for his firſt, 1 can ſay nothing to it, but that 


it has been many a 75 man's Fate, as well as his; but 
e O 


indeed the Senſe of the Words may be either under- 
ſtood as to a good Fate, or a bad one. 

And S- y— r' Daughter will thy Year ont tarry. 
I know not who the Letters S--+y---+ ſtand for; 
but if they are meant tor the Duke of Somer/et's Daugh- 
ter, | know no injury is offer'd to the Lady, in tender- 
ing her a Husband, vnlels the Injury iy ſum'd up in the 
ſucceeding Lines, | 

May ft theu 1 ler a1: Mohun bis tender VPife, 
And way ſhe lead his virtuous Lady's Life, : 
ow, Whether my Lord Mob ever had a Wife, 4 

how he usd her, or what Life his virtuous Lady led, 
am as much a Stranger to, as I am to Greenland ? which 


have heard the Name, and ſeen that there is ſuch a 
pom deſcribed in our Maps; as for any thing elſe, I 


know as much of one as the other; but to be ſure where 
the Word Virtuous is applyed, it ought ro be underſtood 
ſo by eyery one that do not know to the contrary. þ 
ps el 4 oaks A Td 5 +. * „ An(w.. 


— —Ä——— 


Anſw, As for the preſent Lord Keeper's being a Widower, Batchelor or 
Marry'd Man, or his, having had a good or bad Wife, andhis being a- 
bout to marry the Dyke of Somerſer's Daughter, and his uſing of her ag 
Aohun did his whether tender, virtuous, or obdurate and vitious Wife, 
what have either you or I Dr. to do or to meddle in theſe matters, we aſſu- 
redly ha vo buſineſs enough of our own. 5 


Zo ſum up all, Devonſhire's Chaſtity. 


If his Grace is not aſham'd to own the Character 


here given him, I don't believe any Body will be ſo im- 
pudent as to think the contrary: But if any ſhou'd ſup- 
pole him to be incontinent, my Lord Duke has more 


Lood Senſe, than to demand a Reaſon for ſuch a Sup- 


poſition. 
Bo!ton's Aerie, J If his Grace had not merited 
ſoine Mens Applautes, he has deſerv'd tew Mens Cen- 


ure; and theretore, I think he has the multitude on 
bis ſide to maintain the Character as juſtly given him, 


and as juſtly delerving it. 


fi, And to ſan up all, Devonſkire's Chaſtity, with B Merle, 


proy Dr, what it our Laws be rightly compared to Col: Webs, which 


will intalliity hang, intangle and infnare ſuch little Flies and (Gnats as you 


and |; Wheveas Great Men, like buming Bees, can cafily break them; and 
it we happen or think ir eur Duty, eirher as a Phyſician, or Country Par- 
ſan, to tel] them of rhe breach, what ſhall we get by it? verily, if they 
be 40d natur'd and of good Senſe, they think ir below them, either to take 


any notice, or to demand a Reaſon tor our ſo doing, ; but it they be ſur⸗ 


ly by our impertinancy, which we may call our Duty, then they will al- 
{urcdly (ting us. | 

Godolphin's Probity, ] I hope here is no Pretence of 
Reaſon to luſpect, that this is not my Lord Treaſurer's 
juſt due, conlideringall the great Things he has done, 
as well abroad, the faithful Remittances of Money to 


. lupply our own Forces, and maintain our Credit with 
our Allies, as at home, in managing her Majelty's Re- 


venues to the belt Advantage, both for the Queen and 
People, think it wou'd be a Crime in any Perſon to 
barely think his Lordſhip was otherwiſe, than a Man 
ot the ſtricteſt Probity and Integrity, fince her Majelty 
has plac'd ſuch Confidence in him, and all the Nation 
applauds her Choice, For my part, I think it the 
greatett Folly imaginable, 10 ſuppole any Body _ 
= | | make 
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make any other Conſtruction of the Word, than what 


it naturafy intends. 


Anſw. And for Godolphin's Probity, I do not know any thine has had a- 


ny pretence of Reaſon to ſuſpect it, unleſs they are fointituared to believe 


Mrs. Margaret Baliol, and her Siſter, which are reprelented at Court, as 


Mad Women, pretending to be the Heirs and Orphans of Perer Baliol liq; | 
and that the Quit-Rents, Tenths, and Firſt-fruits of Two of che greateſt 
Provinces in {reland, viz. Linſter, and Munſter, which was given by the 


Crown as they ſay, to the Princely Baliol, the Founder of Ba/tol Col- 
lege in Oxford, and to his Heirs for ever, for his great Services tor, and 
ſo many thouſand Pounds lent the Crown; and they turther urge, 'that 


both the great Counſel of Exyland and Ireland, have formerly taken 
their Caſe into conſideration, and that the late King Milliam had grant- 


ed a Warrant for their Right, which (as they tell all the World) was 
ſigned and confirmed by her preſent Majeſty, and now loſt or miſlajd in 
the Treaſury-Office. and cannot be had without a Royal Command for a 


Search after it, Verily Sir, unleſs I could ſte an Original Copy of the 
Grants, either in ſome Court here, or in{reland;. I ſhall not be guilty of 
fo much Folly, as that they have any more Ellate in Ireland, thun 


poor Prince Bre has, thu! he claims the Duke of Ormond's Kſtate: So 


thar I ſhall not be a Man guilty of fo great a Crime as to think but- my 


e is a Man not only of the Arictett Probity, but Integrity 
a 0. / 25 . 

Hallifax's 4odefty, ] If his Lordſhip be not burthen- 
ed with too much of that rc Views | cannot 
{ce where the Crime lies; and if he has better Aſſurance 
than other Men, and therefore needs not be aſham'd of 
any thing he ſays, 3 8 LE 

Elten 900 I don't find but my Lord of Efex has 
his ſhare of good Senſe, that has determined his Choice 
right, both for his own lutereſt, and the Intereſt of his 
Country; he has not ſhown himſelf to be one of thoſe 
kind of Men, who are obſtiuately bent to be always iin 
the Wrong; and therefore his Example cau bring uo 
Inconvenicnce to that Honourable Perſon, o whom 
the Advice is given, 57 1 | 

Anſw; And for Hallifax's Madeſty, and Ex Sente, it Br. {tv 0% 
you and Zack Fnobin together) his [Lordſhip is not burchened with toe 


x 


much of that $hametac'd Virtue, ſince he ſuppoſes himfelt to have bettet 


Senſe than any other, (or as Fack ſaith) it a Mouſe grows to be a Rat 
what muſt or can be dune, but either to lay Rat-bain, or (era (Trap wel 
baited, | f | "uy, 


L.et= 


\ # Dh. 
Letter. Mountagues Management,] I think & little of his Grace's Ma- 


nagement wou'd be of great Service to my Lord Keeper, I know no | 


Man in the Kingdom of Englaud has manag'd wiſer or better, than the 
Duke of Mounvague, And if this be not doing real Jultice to his Lord- 
ſhip's Character, [do not know what is. 1 

Culpepper's Pence, ] What Gulpeppe* this is, I eannot tell, and there - 
fore cannot anſwer tot; but if the Adviee be meant, that he Would net 
have my Lord Keeper too rich, or heap up Perce, | think 'tis very honeſt 
Advice ko ſo great a Magiſtrate, who as he has begun generouſly, ought 
re evntinve the fame Spirit, and hew the World his Phi _ as made 
- him a preat Man, that is, @ great Soul, as his Law has rait d him to be a 

Great Miniſter, | 
Adſi. And for Mountague's Management, and Culpepper's Pence: They 
are both extreamly neceſſary for any juſt and generaus Perſtn, to ſhew 
* faithkul Steward ot this World's Gods, ta obtain greater Honour 
n the next. | 


Leter, Teaifon's Learning, I have not heard any Body diſpute hie 
la 


Grace of Canterbury's juſt Claim to Letters, any more than I have heard 
his Title to his See diſputed, He is undoubtedly a good Man, a faithful 
Paſtor, a ſtrenuous Defender of the Church, and an able Arch-biſhop, 
I'm ſure his Pattern is no Prejudice for a Keeper of the Sealy to imitate, 


mo 14 Southampton's Wie, 
Wilt make thee for an able Stater-man fit, 
I don't pereeive where the RefleRion of this can certer; for If his Grace 
has not an overflowing of Wie, that which he has, being ſmall, will prove 
of the led Burthen ta my Lord Keeper, and certainly contribute ſomes 
thing, as every Mite adds te the Store, 8e thar I cannot diſcover the 
Malice, Scandal, or Sedition, ſome pretend In the Deſign of this Paper, 
Which ifit have any other meaning, than what I have endeavoured to ſolve, 
it ia to deep for my ſhallow Brain to fathom, and too dark for my weak 
Opticks ta ſte thro), : | 


Auſw. (Tenniſou's Learning) and Sourhampton's Wit, &, who as you 


ſay, dare diſpute, or ſo much as queſtian his Grace's juſt Claim to Letters 


any more than his Title to his See? there are few but has read his Learned 

an ſcarce pieces againſt Idolatry of the Church of Rome. and the S“ 
Conteſt, that he and a Pcdigague had with one poor Romiſb Prieſt, And 
who' as your deceaſed Nameſake Tom faith, that his Sirname includes in it 
a Contradiction, namely, that Ten---is---0ne. . 

Letter. But to return Sir, to tho Merits of the Cauſe, pray let me know 
why this violence againſt me, when I am ſatisſied you knew I was not the 
Author of this ſcandalous and ſeditious Paper, as you call it? Am I to be 
puniſh'd for ſome 1maginary ill that I have committed? Or was this done, 
becauſe I cou'd not anſwer your Under-Secretary his learned Queſtion-? 
which was, whether I was High-Church or Low-Church ? If it will oblige 

you, Sir, I'll tell you, Lam ot that Church, that was for Liberty, — the 
| | : : crence 


— — 


and one of my N which together with my Father, and one 
r 


| | is 
Defence of the Proteſfant Religion, at the late happy Revolution, and that 
never chang'& my Principles ſince. = | 

I can ſay More perhaps than every body can; I am of the ſame Opinion 
now, I was then; when her preſent Majeſty was at Nottingham, I, 


Brother more, headed a Troup of Horſe, and a hundred and twenty Four, 
and maintain'd them ut thelr own Coſt and Charges, for the Service of our 
Country, as le ſufficiently known and remembied in the U Hg of 
dey to this Day, I value my felfne mere upen it, than it is fit 1 fluni'd, 
to ſhey the Werld | have ſomething to plead of Merit, beyond ihe Acculas 
tlen ef being ſuppes d Auther ot a Penny Paper, Which, tho'it's jiidges may 
think innocent in ir felf, yet (hall judge tis Publiſher Criminal; notwith= 
ſtanding every Aion of that Nature, is in the Law only cenſured accgrd- 
Ing to its Intention, tho! it may appear to be evil in its Effect. This Faper 
ſingle, both as to the thing it ſolf, and Intention, has notwithſtanding been 
by you, render'd as ſcandalous to private Perſans, and abnexious to the 
But I wou'd gladly know, Sir, wherein the publick is concern'd, or "y 


private Perſon injur'd? And it is hard that Qyeſtion cannot be anſwer 


and yet @ Crime ſippoy'd to remain! Had | not had time to reflect, I 
mou'd really have thought this an imaginary Dream, gr the impertect 
Ideas of ſome Romantick Story I had read when a Schovl-Boy. | 

For I muſt renounce my Reaſon, to believe your haily Vruceedinge can 
ariſe from any Prejudice you can ſuppoſe In this Paper 4 but rather think 
I have been falfly repreſented to you, as guilty of fymeihing elle that dos 
firv'd this Severity, which had not only been generous ina Perſon of your 
Character, to have told me of, but the greatelt Charity in che World to 
wards one, who I can aſſure you, 8irz wou'd not have denied auy thing he 


Way guilry of, either te have done yau or the publick Service, th? 10 


his own Prejudice. | | | 

For I am not concern'd you have ns'd me thus; but am really fo that you 
have nor ſought after Truth, but to gratifie ſame private pique you have 
canceived againſt me, tho' the real Cauſe lies hid from me; and 1 ſhau'd 
be happy to know ir, becauſe then I might know how to behave my elf, 
Your Under-Secretary intimated ſomething, that you reſented from me: 
For God ſake, Sir, let me know it; that if it be a Crime, all the World 


may be made ſenſible of it, of your kind indulgence to forgive it; and if 


it be no Crime, I may do my ſelf Juſtice in publiſhing my own Innocency. 
But I rather imagine, thro' my Ignorance, I may have been Guilty of 
ſome Omiſſions of Duty; or on the other Hand, committed things that [ 
did not underſtand were culpable. 5 B 
Anſw. So Dr. having juſtiy and impartially examined all the Merits 


of the cauſe contained in your Letter, 'I ſhall not again with you return 


like the Dog to the Vomit, and Tautalogically put you in mind of your Va- 
nity and Oftentation in being at the Revolution in Nottingham with ker 


preſent Majeſty, and heading 4 Troop of Horſe there, and a Hundred aud | 
| | | "EX "  ewonty © 
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ſwenty Wet, allbeing at your Families fo and barges, fir the" Fer hic 
F gf 77% ay plapi the Pharile have your wer Aut 1 UP. 5 
Hall 5% tha ab ht fim knew u #eſpieadle Clergy: Man, named Har: 
per, Which you war's think, con d, or uff cares ſay bog ts 4 Gooſe x Fl. N 
de Booked aud Spur d, with his Father's Ruſty Eun, rid, with i 10 b 
of Landan, 20 Nottingham, 4nd being vor of, e Hyrgattery, but SS 
ien Principles, has, far à Reward of his $004 Ferwieel, got #0 6 onte 

the Readers of Whirhall-Coappet wines ourfrory Pound, per Anfiuin, 

and a Parſonage called St. Katherine Coletnan't ix Fenhureht ſtteet, wort 

ear Tie Hundred ou per Ann. aud another th Biſex, at Offer, worth 
tw) buatred and Fifty , whenar per Hapt neither you wer your' Honeſt Gouns 
ty Parſon with all bit Atvice have not Fifty ger Ann, to Hive upon, Thit 

Str, if no ,ẽðũjHjGuanpy Dream, or the imperfett Iaear of ſome Rowantich 

Story, but 4 Kea and true one, | | 

For tis a nice point for an undeligning Man toe knew hew to behave him» 

ſelf, both as te Perfons and Things, when he appears before ane of ſuch di- 
ſcerning Faculties, ag you have dilcover'd your Rlfro be in all the dark my- 
ſterlous Manes of the Court and State, TOY | 1 

Tho“ you have this Happinels to be * under ſo good a Queen, tis 

a Satisfaction few States · men can boaſt of; and therefore you ought to re- 
Joyce that Conſtancy has its due Reward, and that Merit finds a Place of 
Security and Repoſe, far out of the reach of eavious Tongues, or biting 
Satyr to annoy. | - | : 5 
- Give me leave, Sir, to tell you, nothing wou'd touch me nearer in m 
Private Refleckions, than to have it thought, I had ſaid or dune any 
thing injurinus to the preſent Government, or any Perſons concern'd in 

the happy Adminiſtration of it; for ſinee all the Actions and Wiſhes of in 

Life hitherto have been employ'd towards its Proſpericy ; it wou'd be hard 
now to be ſuſpected of having Evil Will to Zion, ſince I have no Proſpe 
of Felicity abſtracted from that of the P ublick Peace and Safety. I may 
very contentedly, and with the utmoſt Pleaſure and Satisfaction, joyn in 
that Glorious Petition of the Royal Prophet, Pray for the Peace of Jerus 
ſalem ; they [hall proſper that loveit, 1 1 5 
Now, Sir, the Kh. Wiſh I have for your Honour, is, That you may 
be always as Loyal to- your Prince, and as firm both to Church and 
State, as Mur moſt Obedient Humble Servant, Joſ. Browne. 
Anſw., $0 without renouncing your Reaſon, Iwould have you to believe, 
ic, aud not to be ſo much concern'd about your former and latt uſage ; Pre- 
_ widence if you be contented and mannerly, will aſſuredly provide for ou. 

' What sir! If the Mazes of Court and State be as dark and myſterique ' 
as the Diſtemper of the Body: mind your own Buſineſi and be perfed in 
that gui leave the others for theſe employed in them, and then you need 
not fur but your Merit will alſo nd a place of Security and Repoſt, at 
for ont of the reach of envious Tonguer or biting Satyri to annoy, as the 
greateſt State men. This it the beſt Advice, and worſt wiſh can be gi- 
"(vn by a Lour unknown Friend  ' *'* 

dy 3; Phylanglus, “ 
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